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THE GOOD NEIGHBOR WATER POlLUTION CONTROL ACT OF 1994. Good neighbors
seek common ground in shared interests, they help each other improve on bad habits, and they
work together to improve their part of the world, whether simply repairing an old wooden fence
or ensuring the health and vibrancy of a river that touches their two great nations. Like good
neighbors, our govemment and that of Mexico must work to meet the promise of the North
American Free Trade Agreement to make funding of environmental cleanup projects a top
priority. The dumping of untreated wastes into the Rio Grande River and along the border that
is a threat to the health and well-being of people on both sides of the border, and bilateral
cooperation is vital to solving this problem. To that end, recently I introduced legislation that
would provide broad authority for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to fmance
the construction of U.S. or Mexican wastewater treatment facilities along the'U.S.-Mexico border.
The proposal, the Good Neighbor Water Pollution Control Act of 1994, would allow
EPA to provide financial and technical assistance to federal, state or local governmental entities
participating in the design and construction of wastewater treatment facilities along the border.
It would extend EPA's financial authority to the new NAFTA-created Border Environmental
Cooperation Commission (BECC), in which the U.S. and Mexican governments have agreed to
provide financial contributions for joint border environmental infrastructure projects in equal
amounts. The BECC may enter into agreements with other state and local entities, providing
additional project funding. Further, the proposal would also allow EPA funding for bilateral
projects to go to the existing International Boundary and Water Commission and also to
appropriate federal, state and local government entities. As a long-time supporter of bilateral
projects to improve environmental quality along the border, I believe this is an opportunity for
our two nations to continue to work together to improve the environment and our shared natural
resource, the Rio Grande River. II is an opporlunity 10 be good neighbors.
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JACQUEliNE KENNEDY ONASSIS. 1929 - 1994. Perhaps no woman of our time has so
captured our dreams and been such a touchstone for our grief than Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis,
whose grace and beauty throughout her life inspired a nation. With her passing on May 19, we
mourn the woman who as First Lady showed us how to mourn three decades ago, and who in
recent years captivated us through her quiet elegance and her strong devotion to her children.
"She graced our history," her brother-in-law Senator Edward Kennedy said in concluding his
eulogy to her, "and for those of us who knew and loved her, she graced our lives."
As she was laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery next to her husband and the eternal
flame she lit 30 years ago, 64 bells, one for each year of her life, rang out from the tower of the
Washington Cathedral across the Potomac. With her death we have all suffered a loss, for it was
her with her grace and elegance in her loss that helped keep our nation together and the world.
In honoring and praising her, we also, through her, honor our country and the American people.
As with those close to us in our lives whom we have lost, she will never leave us and will
forever be in our thoughts and our prayers.

•
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DR. FRANKLIN CHANG-DIAZ. As a veteran of four space missions who has logged over 656
hours in space and as one of the first hispanics in space, Dr. Franklin R. Chang-Diaz is a
pioneer on many levels. Like the ancient explorers before him, he is a groundbreaker who has
set the path for others to follow and laid the foundation that others will build on. This past week
I had the honor of visiting with Dr. Chang-Diaz while he was in Washington and, though we had
met before, I once again was left inspired and impressed by this man, who has come to mean so
much to so many.
Since 1981, Dr. Chang-Diaz's accomplishments as an astronaut have been numerous.
They include being part of the Space Shuttle Atlantis crew that successfully deployed the Galileo
spacecraft on. its journey to explore Jupiter, being a part of an eight-day mission in which crew
members deployed the European Retrievable Carrier (EURECA) satellite, being on the rust joint
USlRussian mission aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery on which a Russian Cosmonaut was a
member, and participating in the Space Shuttle Columbia mission that included the deployment
of the SATCOM KU satellite. On the ground, his endeavors as a scientist have also been
impressive: Since his graduation from MIT, he has been heavily involved in the United States'
controlled fusion program, worked on the design and integration of control systems for fusion
reactor concepts, and more recently has been involved in the design of a new concept in rocket
propulsion that is based on magnetically confined high temperature plasmas.
This excellence of Dr. Chang-Diaz goes back to his beginnings. Born in San Jose, Costa
Rica in 1950, he went on to graduate from the University of Connecticut in 1973 and from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1977 before being selected by NASA in 1980. His
honors include the NASA Space Flight Medal, the Liberty Medal from then Presideht Ronald
Reagan at the Statue of Liberty Centennial Celebration, the Medal of Excellence from the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, the NASA Exceptional Service Medal and the Cross of the
Venezuelan Air Force presented by President Jaime Lusinchi.
A model for all of us, Dr. Chang-Diaz's achievements have helped to pave the way for
those such as Dr. Ellen Ochoa, who became the first hispanic woman in space and who was in
charge of the space laboratory on the Space Shuttle Discovery mission last year. And he is part
of a legacy that goes back to Spain sending Columbus to a new world. Like the explorers of old,
we continue to reach for the stars.
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USDAIRDA GRANT TO BRING WASTEWATER SERVICES TO HARGILL SUBDIVISION;
orRURALAMERICA or CONFERENCE ADDRESSES THE PROBLEMS OF THE COWNlAS.
Recently I was notified that the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Rural Development
Administration will formally award a grant totaling nearly $2 million to the North Alamo Water
Supply Corporation to bring wastewater services to the Hargill Subdivision, a Hidalgo County
colonia. This is wonderful news for the more than 230 low-income households there who do not
have basic wastewater services, because the funding will provide for a more sanitary handling of
wastewater that will benefit both the residents living in the colonia and those in the surrounding
areas. This most recent funding is part of a provision in the 1990 Farm Bill I worked on that
specifically sets aside USDA Rural Development funds to bring water and wastewater services
to colonias in rural areas along the U.S.-Mexico border.
This good news comes just as a number of officials including myself met recently in
McAllen for the two-day Rural America Conference to discuss the problems facing rural America
and the colonias in particular. The issues discussed included seeking ways to diversify rural
economies in order to help those who no longer are working in agriculture and continuing to find
ways to fix the gaps that may exist in helping the colonias. Those on hand to lead the conference
sessions were well-informed officials from the Soil Conservation Service, the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Service, the Extension Service, the Rural Development
Administration and the Farmers Home Administration.
This most recent conference and the grant for the Hargill Subdivision give continued
reason for optimism regarding the colonias and their residents, and we must continue to work to
provide basic services for these areas. But at the same time, the appropriate state agencies must
stop the proliferation on unserved colonias to end the cycle.
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